
Some Locations, Sources, and/or Reports 
that have (or are recommending) 

1± Mile (1500± m) Setbacks from Wind Turbines 
1. 15,000 m (9.3 miles) range of infrasound problems (from this 2018 Finnish report). 
2. 10,000 m (6.2 miles) exclusion zone recommended (p 90 of this Scottish report). 
3. 10,000 m called for by a prominent physician (with many references: 2011). 
4.   6,440 m (4.0 miles) to a residence – Darlington, Indiana (2018) 
5.   5,000 m (3.1 miles). This French study concluded “wind turbines must not be sited 

less than 5 km from all habitation, because of infrasound risks.” (2004) 
6.   5,000 m - Dr. Robyn Phipps, New Zealand conducted a survey and wrote a detailed 

report concluding “wind turbine noise may well extend more than 5 km.” (2007) 
7.   5,000 m - Professional engineer discusses infrasound problems (2016). 
8.   4,800 m (3.0 miles) from residences – Divide, North Dakota (2017).  
9.   4,800 m from residences – Buffalo County, Nebraska (2023). 
10. 4,000 m (2.5 miles) 1 mile per MW: Rutland (VT) Regional Planning (2015) 
11. 3,220 m (2.0 miles) to properly address infrasound. This is found in an outstanding 

study done by the town of Heath, Massachusetts (2013) 
12. 3,220 m to a rural home – Walworth County, South Dakota (2017) 
13. 3,220 m to a rural home – Umatilla County, Oregon (2011) 
14. 3,220 m - Coconino County, Arizona (see this report page 29: 2011) 
15. 3,000 m (1.9 miles) for turbines taller than 150 m – Wiltshire, UK (2012) 
16. 3,000 m recommended as setback by German doctors (2016) 
17. 2,600 m (1.6 miles) going from 2000 m: examining increasing the recommended 

distance between wind turbines and the nearest town or village: Scotland (2013) 
18. 2,414 m (1.5 miles) Board of Health recommendation – Madison, Iowa (2019) 
19. 2,414 m Board of Health recommendation – Chautauqua County, NY (2019) 
20. 2,414 m from property lines – Caratunk, Maine (2011) 
21. 2,414 m – Moscow, Maine (2011) 
22. 2,414 m – Peru Maine (see this report page 29: 2012) 
23. 2,414 m recommendation of Dr. Amanda Harry (British physician) (2007) 
24. 2,253 m (1.4 miles) from people’s homes - (Lincolnshire, UK: 2012) 
25. 2,100 m buffer zone from property lines in Industry, Maine (2013) 
26. 2,100 m for 3MW turbines - recommended in Denmark (2011) 
27. 2,010 m (1.25 miles) – from property lines in Woodstock, Maine (2013) 
28. 2,000 m (1.24 miles) – Poland’s National Institute of Public Health (2016) 
29. 2,000 m – Retexo (a wind energy consultant) advisory (2014) 
30. 2,000 m – by Director of Finland’s Ministry of Health (2014) 
31. 2,000 m – by Dr. Hazel Lynn, who has extensively studied this issue (2014) 
32. 2,000 m – by Dr. Robert Thorne’s study (2014) 
33. 2,000 m – “Bad Science Behind Wind Noise Guidelines” study (2013)  
34. 2,000 m from a home in the Haut-Saint-Laurent, in the Montérégie, Quebec (2013) 
35. 2,000 m restriction: Cambridgeshire, UK (2013)  

https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2019/01/18/pilot-study-shows-no-significant-reduction-in-damage-caused-by-infrasound-until-more-than-15-kilometers-from-wind-farms/
http://www.keele.ac.uk/geophysics/appliedseismology/wind/Final_Report.pdf
http://www.windturbinesyndrome.com/2011/physician-calls-for-10-km-setbacks-australia/
https://www.darlingtonindiana.com/uploads/6/3/2/8/63286093/wind_ordinance.pdf
http://www.wind-watch.org/documents/eoliennes-sons-et-infrasons-effets-de-leolien-industriel-sur-la-sante-des-hommes-wind-turbines-noise-and-infrasound-effects-of-industrial-wind-energy-on-human-health/
http://docs.wind-watch.org/phipps-moturimutestimony.pdf
http://notrickszone.com/2016/03/03/german-expert-wind-turbine-infrasound-travels-25-km-warns-of-health-hazards-advises-minimum-5000-meter-distance/
https://www.dividecountynd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11725438/File/County%20Government/County%20Offices/Planning%20and%20Zoning/April2017_ZoningOrdinance.pdf
https://central.newschannelnebraska.com/story/48594025/buffalo-county-sets-new-distancing-requirements-for-possible-wind-farms
https://www.dropbox.com/s/s9u6lv3nzi5gimf/Energy.pdf?dl=0
http://docs.wind-watch.org/heath-industrial-scale-wind-turbine-report.pdf
http://walworthco.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Walworth-Co-Zoning-Ordinance-051017-Adopted.pdf
http://www.wind-watch.org/news/2011/06/17/commissioners-ok-setback-for-now/
http://www.acousticecology.org/wind/winddocs/AEI_WindFarmNoise2012.pdf
http://quixoteslaststand.com/2012/07/15/wiltshire-county-uk-votes-for-setbacks-up-to-3-km-from-wind-turbines/
https://stopthesethings.com/2016/04/15/wind-turbine-infrasound-german-doctors-demand-shutdown-of-turbines-within-3km-of-homes/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/scotland/10198540/Wind-farm-companies-warn-against-wild-land-ban.html
https://whotv.com/2019/08/12/wind-turbines-can-cause-sickness-according-to-public-health-officials/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3N7s0YnXgIs
http://highlandmts.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Caratunk-New-Wind-Energy-Facility-Ordinance-Oct-2011.pdf
http://bangordailynews.com/2010/12/04/news/moscow-maine-sets-rules-for-wind-turbines/
http://www.acousticecology.org/wind/winddocs/AEI_WindFarmNoise2012.pdf
http://docs.wind-watch.org/wtnoise_health_2007_a_harry.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9751195/Wind-farms-should-not-be-less-than-1.4-miles-from-peoples-homes-Nick-Boles-suggests.html
https://www.centralmaine.com/2013/03/09/wind-project-ordinance-town-budget-approved_2013-03-09/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120216025133/www.thespec.com/opinion/letters/article/642848--wind-policy-has-polarized-rural-urban-areas
http://www.wiseenergy.org/Energy/Woodstock_Final_Wind_Ordinance.pdf
http://www.pzh.gov.pl/en/position-of-the-national-institute-of-public-health-national-institute-of-hygiene-on-wind-farms/
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/corestrategypositionstatement?directory=Matter%2006%20Climate%20Change&fileref=2
https://www.wind-watch.org/documents/wind-power-construction-from-the-point-of-view-of-health-protection/
http://www.bayshorebroadcasting.ca/news_item.php?NewsID=67200
http://waubrafoundation.org.au/resources/thorne-r-victorian-wind-farm-review-updated-june-2014/
http://docs.wind-watch.org/BADSCI-lr.pdf
http://ontario-wind-resistance.org/2013/04/07/quebec-bans-wind-turbines-within-2-km-of-homes-and-1-km-of-public-roads/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130825131325/http://freewco.blogspot.ca/2013/01/scottish-conservative-party-introduces.html


36. 2,000 m away from housing in Scotland (2013) 
37. 2,000 m to habitations & 5000 m from agglomerations – Victoria, Australia (2011) 
38. 2,000 m from existing homes proposed in New South Wales, Australia (2011)  
39. 2,000 m advised by Noise & Health Journal study: “setback distances need to be 

greater than 2000 m in hilly terrain”. (2011) 
40. 2,000 m turbine setback bill debated by British House of Lords (2011) 
41. 2,000 m setback affirmed by Scotland Government Official (2009) 
42. 1,950 m (13 times the turbine height [est 500’]) - Freedom, Maine (2012) 
43. 1,950 m (13 times the turbine height [est 500’]) - Buckfield, Maine (2010) 
44. 1,950 m (13 times the turbine height [est 500’]) - Montville, Maine (2010) 
45. 1,900 m distance scientific study found that residents “expressed annoyance” (2003) 
46. 1,900 m Poland adopts 10x as national standard (2016) 
47. 1,900 m Bavarian law (10x height & 600 feet in height) (2014) 
48. 1,900 m for a 600 foot turbine (10x height) - The little Isle of Anglesey, UK (2012) 
49. 1,770 m Fayette County, Pennsylvania (2008) 
50. 1,740 m average of numerous communities found in this excellent study (2013) 
51. 1,609 m (1.0 mile) from property lines - Gage County, NE (2020) 
52. 1,609 m from property lines - Lancaster County, NE (2019) 
53. 1,609 m from property lines - Craven County, NC (2018) 
54. 1,609 m from property lines - Richland, NY (2018) 
55. 1,609 m from properties - Buffalo Township, ND (2017) 
56. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Letcher Township, SD (2016) 
57. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Whiting, Maine (2016) 
58. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Fort Fairfield, Maine (2015) 
59. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Carteret County, NC (2014) 
60. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Mason County, KY (2014) 
61. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Sumner, Maine (2013) 
62. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Frankfort, Maine (2011) 
63. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Unity, Maine (2011) 
64. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Eddington, Maine (2011) 
65. 1,609 m from non-participating property lines - Dixmont, Maine (2011?) 
66. 1,609 m from the nearest existing residence, etc - Madison County, Idaho (2011) 
67. 1,609 m from inhabited structures - Trempealeau County, Wisc. (2007)  
68. 1,609 m (1 to 1.5 mile) - UK Noise Association (2006) 
69. 1,524 m from non-participating property lines - Town of Newport, NC (2014)  
70. 1,500-2,000 m recommended by this European Human Rights study (2012) 
71. 1,500 m in an environment characterized by a 35 DB ambient noise level Germany 
72. 1,500 m “Weight of expert opinion is that this is the health limit” study (2015) 
73. 1,500 m larger buffer zones needed in Wales (2012) 
74. 1,500 m sleep expert warns of effects of wind turbines (2012) 
75. 1,500 m Acoustical Ecology Institute Report on Wind Energy Noise Impacts (2009) 
76. 1,500 m recommended by French National Academy of Medicine (2006) 

For additions and/or corrections please contact John Droz.            Rev: 3/26/23

http://www.scotsman.com/news/environment/tories-insist-no-wind-turbines-within-2km-of-homes-1-2762156
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-08-29/wind-farm-no-go-zones-to-be-established/2859708/?site=ballarat%23navigation
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/australia/8975571/Australian-state-launches-worlds-toughest-wind-turbine-laws.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/energy/NAH_2011_419860_7.pdf
http://aeinews.org/archives/1506
http://www.caithnesswindfarms.co.uk/SPP6%20Q%20and%20A.pdf
http://www.freedomme.org/Ordins/Wind%20Turbine.pdf
http://www.townofbuckfield.com/vertical/sites/%7BA9492AA8-D983-4C9E-97D1-8C1FBE2915DB%7D/uploads/Wind_Energy_Facility_Ordinance.pdf
https://docplayer.net/83552657-Town-of-montville-wind-turbine-generator-ordinance.html
http://docs.wind-watch.org/vandenBerg_turbinesnight_JSV2004.pdf
http://www.epaw.org/echoes.php?lang=de&article=n515
http://en.friends-against-wind.org/realities/10h-regel
http://quixoteslaststand.com/2012/08/17/uks-setback-requirements-show-how-pathetic-ontarios-550m-distance-is/
http://www.wind-watch.org/news/2008/06/20/deal-reached-in-wind-turbine-dispute/
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/corestrategypositionstatement?directory=Matter%2006%20Climate%20Change&fileref=2
https://www.newschannelnebraska.com/story/42609244/gage-county-board-approves-onemile-setback-limit-on-wind-turbines
https://southeast.newschannelnebraska.com/story/40214477/lancaster-county-sets-new-wind-energy-setback
https://www.cravencountync.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4209
http://www.townofrichland.org/forms/miscdocs/doc01614420181114130004.pdf
https://www.casscountynd.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=4916
http://www.mitchellrepublic.com/news/local/4051042-letcher-township-establishes-one-mile-wind-tower-setback
http://quoddytides.com/whiting-ordinance-changes%20dont-alter-wind-project-plans4-22-2016.html
http://www.fortfairfield.org/images/may2015andBEYOND/APPROVEDWINDENERGYORDINANCE91615.pdf
http://wiseenergy.org/Energy/MillPond/Carteret_Tall_Structures_Ordinance.pdf
http://www.windaction.org/posts/41324-mason-county-kentucky-wind-siting-ordinance#.Xj3V_y3Mx3k
http://docs.wind-watch.org/Sumner-ME-IWEF_Ordinance_Final.pdf
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/01/news/midcoast/frankfort-wind-ordinance-passes/
http://www.unityme.org/vertical/sites/%7BBD3F5A50-C38D-41AB-8BD9-2E84C4267B00%7D/uploads/Wind_Turbine_Generator_Ordinance(1).pdf
http://eddingtonmaine.gov/uploads/3/5/4/1/3541619/wind-energy-facility-ordinance.pdf
http://www.townofdixmont.org/vertical/sites/%7B6EAADA9B-2500-4441-A924-7171D5E3F559%7D/uploads/%7B576AA528-4C90-4A93-9C0D-31F9FF751735%7D.PDF
http://www.northnet.org/brvmug/WindPower/Madison_Wind_Turbines.pdf
http://docs.wind-watch.org/wind_ordinance_11-28-07-final-draft-_1.pdf
https://docs.wind-watch.org/UKNA-WindFarmReport.pdf
http://www.townofnewport.com/userfiles/cms_documents/documents/Zoning_Ordinance___916.pdf
http://burenvanlageweide.nl/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Legal-Research-external-perspective-Kinanya-Pijl-2.pdf
http://www.owensoundsuntimes.com/2011/02/02/environmental-noise-the-fundamental-problem-with-wind-turbines
http://www.heatonharris.com/sites/www.heatonharris.com/files/3_2_eam_wind_turbine_noise_and_health_final.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-18253219
https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2012/10/11/sleep-expert-warns-of-effect-of-wind-turbines/
http://www.acousticecology.org/docs/AEI%20Wind%20Turbine%20Noise%20report%202009.pdf
http://kirbymtn.blogspot.com/2006/03/french-academy-of-medicine-warns-of.html
mailto:aaprjohn@northnet.org

